
 
November 5, 2025 

The Honorable Russell T. Vought 

Director 

Office of Management and Budget 

725 17th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20503 

 

Dear Director Vought, 

 

I am writing to express my deep concern over the Trump Administration’s proposed and enacted cuts to America’s 

scientific and research institutions, which threaten to undermine our nation’s long-term competitiveness with the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC). While the United States is dismantling the very foundations that have sustained our STEM and 

innovation leadership for generations, Beijing has announced its plans to continue accelerating its investments in science, 

technology, and innovation. 

 

Under your leadership, 2026 federal funding for basic scientific research would drop from $45 billion to $30 

billion, a decline of about 34 percent.1 Overall science funding, including basic, applied, and developmental research as 

well as R&D facilities, would fall from $198 billion to $154 billion, a 22 percent decrease. 2  According to Toby Smith of 

the Association of American Universities these funding cuts “would essentially end America’s longstanding role as the 

world leader in science and innovation.” 3 

 

Under your direction, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) have proposed or encouraged drastic 

reductions in federal research and development funding that would hollow out America’s scientific capacity. These 

proposals include a 57 percent reduction in the National Science Foundation (NSF) budget, a 47 percent cut to NASA’s 

science research budget, and a 39 percent reduction in the National Institutes of Health (NIH) budget compared to current-

year funding.4 Alongside these cuts OMB has overseen firings, induced resignations or forced retirements for over 12,000 

employees at STEM and R&D agencies, with NASA (3,870 employees), the Federal Drug Administration (3,500), the 

Center for Disease Control (3,000), NIH (1,200), and the NSF (600) among the most devastated. 5   With the recent wave 

of RIFs you are personally overseeing, this loss of talent to the federal government is only getting worse. But ultimately, it 

is the American people who will suffer the consequences. 

 

In fact, every dollar of U.S. federal R&D investment into public R&D returns between $1.40 and $2.10 in 

economic output, creating jobs, building companies, and fueling innovation that keeps the U.S. economy the leader of the 
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free world.6 Cumulatively, these cuts to NIH and NSF alone could lead to $10 billion per year lost from the U.S. economic 

output. 7 In total, the Trump Administration’s proposed budget would reduce U.S. economic output by more than $46 

billion, produce 860 fewer STEM Ph.D. graduates annually, and eliminate 10,700 research positions.8 

 

At the very moment when your office is proposing or cheerleading deep cuts to the NSF, NIH, and NASA, the 

CCP is dramatically expanding its STEM investments. At last week’s 4th Plenum gathering of top CCP officials, Minister 

of Science and Technology Yin Hejun, the PRC’s total R&D investment in 2024 reached $500 billion, representing a 48 

percent increase from 2020.9  These investments build off previous funding outlays from the PRC’s 2025 Two Sessions, 

where Premier Li Qiang announced an 8.3 percent increase in science and technology spending, a 6.1 percent increase in 

education spending.10 These investments bring Beijing’s R&D budget to $172 billion, second only to the United States at 

$193 billion. 11    

 

These cuts to the crown jewels of U.S. STEM and research institutions are already having a dramatic impact. 

Since 2024, at least 85 early-career and senior U.S.-based scientists have joined PRC research institutions full time, with 

more than half making the move in 2025.12 U.S. cuts to STEM, combined with PRC investments, and programs to attract 

international talent, such as the PRC’s K visa program are creating a potential pathway for Beijing leapfrog the U.S as the 

world’s STEM and innovation leader.13 We cannot let that happen. 

  

Based on these concerns, I respectfully request your responses to the following questions: 

 

1. Has the Office of Management and Budget conducted any assessment of how proposed and enacted budget cuts to 

federal research agencies, including NSF, NIH, NASA, CDC, and NOAA, will affect U.S. economic and scientific 

competitiveness relative to the PRC? 

 

2. Has OMB analyzed how reduced funding for scientific institutions and workforce programs will impact 

America’s innovation pipeline, including university research capacity and STEM talent development? 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your comprehensive response 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Raja Krishnamoorthi 

Ranking Member 

House Select Committee on the CCP 

 


