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Congress of the United States
Houge of Representatives
SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY

December 2, 2024
Matthew J. Glauser
President
Ecto World LLC d/b/a Demand Vape
2225 Kenmore Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14207

Dear Mr. Glauser:

The United States is currently experiencing an unacceptably high level of youth e-cigarette use,
fueled in significant part by illegal tobacco products illicitly imported from the People’s Republic of China
(PRC). An overwhelming percentage of the illegal e-cigarettes in the U.S. are made in the PRC. Most of
these products are flavored, often in a manner that directly appeals to children below the age of 18.
Accordingly, | write to request information regarding your role in distributing illicit PRC vapes that do not
appear to comply with U.S. law.

In 2022, the PRC banned flavored e-cigarettes from being sold within China. However, the PRC
did not similarly prohibit the export of these dangerous products to the U.S. or other jurisdictions. In fact,
in 2023, “China’s vaping sector is estimated to be worth $28 billion, and the U.S. accounts for nearly 60%
of the country’s vape exports.” But the fact that the PRC permits the export of flavored products which are
banned for domestic use in China does not mean such exports are permitted under U.S. law.

In fact, as you know, no new tobacco product,? including electronic nicotine delivery systems
(ENDS) and products containing synthetic nicotine, may legally enter the U.S. market without having first
received authorization from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).® To date, only 34 ENDS products
have received marketing authorization from the FDA.* All ENDS products that have not received a
marketing authorization are on the market illegally. The FDA has consistently stated that the 34 authorized
products “are the only e-cigarette products and devices that currently may be lawfully marketed and sold
in the United States.”®

However, based upon a review of your website, it appears that your company openly distributes
flavored disposable vapes made in the PRC which are marketed and sold in the U.S. without FDA

" Chris Kirkham and David Kirton, China e-cigarette titan behind 'Elf Bar' floods the US with illegal vapes, Reuters. (Dec. 6,
2023), https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-e-cigarette-titan-behind-elf-bar-floods-us-with-illegal-vapes-2023-12-06/
2 The Tobacco Control Act defines a “new tobacco product” as any tobacco product that was introduced or modified after
February 15, 2007. 21 USC § 387j(a)(1).

521 U.S.C. § 387j(a)(2)

4FDA, FDA Authorized E-Cigarette Products. (2024), https:/digitalmedia.hhs.gov/tobacco/print_materials/CTP-250.

S FDA, FDA Takes Action Against Unauthorized E-Cigarettes Promoted at Industry Trade Show. (2024),
https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/ctp-newsroom/fda-takes-action-against-unauthorized-e-cigarettes-promoted-industry-
trade-show.
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authorization. These devices put millions of young Americans at risk for developing a lifelong nicotine
addiction. During adolescence, exposure to nicotine through products like e-cigarettes can also harm brain
development, particularly the parts of the brain related to attention, learning, mood, and impulse control.®
Sales of these unauthorized tobacco products are not only clearly prohibited, but also immensely harmful.

As such, mindful of this Committee’s authority to investigate matters related to the PRC,
simultaneous to the transmission of this letter, | sent a series of similar requests to certain of the PRC-based
companies that manufacture these unauthorized products. Given the domicile of these particular entities, it
would not be surprising if they continue to openly flout U.S. law and regulations notwithstanding the harm
their products inflict upon children across America. However, as a U.S.-based distributor, it is my hope that
your company will seek to address concerns regarding your distribution of these products with the utmost
urgency. As such, please respond to the following questions and produce all responsive documents by no
later than January 1, 2025.

1. Does your company currently distribute or otherwise sell tobacco products, including ENDS
products, from the PRC that are not authorized by FDA? If your company denies that it currently
sells such unauthorized products, please provide an explanation for the appearance of such products
on your website.

2. Please describe your company’s process for ensuring that the products that you sell have received
FDA authorization.

3. Please provide copies of any correspondence sent or received from January 1, 2022 to present
related to ENDS products between your company and any PRC-based entity regarding the
compliance or noncompliance of such products with U.S. laws or regulation. If no such
correspondence exists, please explicitly state this.

4. Please describe your company’s process for removing non-FDA-authorized products from
distribution, including such products made in the PRC or produced by PRC-based entities.

5. Please provide a full list of all PRC-based brands and products distributed by your company. Please
indicate which flavors (including, but not limited to, flavors known to be attractive to children
under the age of 18) and nicotine levels you distribute for each PRC-based brand and product.

6. Please describe how shipments of ENDS products your company receives from the PRC and
labeled and/or manifested.

7. Please describe your revenue in each of 2022, 2023, and 2024 to date. Please further identify the
amount of revenue your company obtained by distributing PRC-produced ENDS products that have
not been authorized by the FDA for each such year.

Please do not hesitate to contact Select Committee staff if you have any questions.
Raja Krishnamoorthi

Ranking Member
House Select Committee on the CCP

8 CDC, Health Effects of Vaping, (2024), https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/e-cigarettes/health-effects.html.



